REPORT OF BARTON SCHOOL COUNCILS’ FORUM MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY 9TH MARCH 2011 AT THE HUB, BARTON

PRESENT:- Cllr K. Vickers, Cllr M. Sidell, Cllr K. Letts, Cllr P. Shearer, C. Boff, T. Coyne,  Humberside Police, Louis Taylor, Sarah Gilbert and reps from Baysgarth, Barton St Peters, Bowmandale and Castledyke schools.

APOLOGIES: - Cllr John Oxley. Cllr Sidell was asked to lead the meeting in his absence.
MATTERS ARISING:-
Mrs Hickling offered thanks to CHAMP for allowing the group to hold its meeting here at the Hub. It was the first time a number of the group had been here.
1. Mrs Hickling showed the group an advert from a company that makes chewing gum boards. This topic had cropped up many times in the past about the amount of gum on the pavements. Those present were asked if they would like us to look into trialling one of these boards to see if they would be effective. The cost quoted was £90 per year per board. When put to the vote it was agreed that this would be pursued.

2. Barton St Peters raised the question at the last meeting regarding improvements to Baysgarth Park. Mrs Hickling showed the group a leaflet from the local Conservative councillors called “in touch” which had an article giving details of work due to start in Baysgarth Park as part of the Play Builder scheme.
3. Barton St Peters raised the point at the last meeting that there was no list of children’s clubs in Barton. Mrs Hickling told the group that since that meeting the Barton Directory had been distributed to local residents and that contained many contact details for local clubs. Mrs Hickling suggested that the children should contact clubs such as Chess and Photography and ask if they have a junior section.

4. Bowmandale raised the question of more seating in Baysgarth Park. Mrs Hickling had the following reply from Andy Long at Neighbourhood Services:-                                                         “ I have spoken with my colleagues and we are hopeful that we may be able to source some furniture currently being removed from Central Park in Scunthorpe (obviously this will be subject to its general condition and appearance).  I will keep you posted”.
5. Castledyke raised a point about playing areas around Dam Road. Cllr Sidell sent Mrs Hickling details of the play area that will be constructed by Keigar Home on the new estate between Dam Road and West Acridge. Plans were given to each group. Work should start in the spring.

PRESENTATION BY SARAH GILBERT
Sarah is a Director of Carlton Education and the Knotted Note charity and Louis is a Manager. Whilst she was studying at Baysgarth School Sarah noticed that there was a niche in the market for a venue for kids to go and play music etc. so she and her friends made plans to start a children’s bar and this led to the opening of the Knotted Note Café. Unfortunately this venture lost its funding so had to close, but now the Knotted Note is a charity which is involved in various local projects, such as the secret garden at the back of the railway car park and the running of activities at the Picnic in the Park.
Carlton Education helps adults and young people to gain skills through training. Both organisations work together. Recent funding has led to a bike workshop where kids are taught how to maintain their bikes. The group also has a smallholding with pigs, goats, chickens and rabbits where children can learn how to look after them. Schools are welcome to book a visit. There are plans for an incubator to enable chicks to be hatched and they have many baby and special breed rabbits. The group can be found at 31 Fleetgate and anyone is welcome to go and have a look at what is on offer. 

When schools do the Bikeability programme, if they contact Sarah then they will come and check all the bikes for roadworthiness and, if required, they can lend bikes to children who do not have one.

There is a laundry at the Fleetgate address which is available for all.

They are always looking for ideas for things to do in the local community and would welcome suggestions from the local children. Funding could then be sourced for suitable projects. 

Opening hours are 9-4 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; 9-8 Thursday; 9-1 Friday and 9-1 on Saturday.
QUESTIONS FOR SARAH
The offer of questions for Sarah was made to the group but there was no response.

Cllr. Sidell advised the group that the Chief Executive of North Lincs Council, Simon Driver, had been due to speak at our meeting but he was involved in the Humber Bridge Toll enquiry and was unable to attend. He shall be invited to the next meeting. 

GENERAL QUESTIONS
CASTLEDYKE

Q. Could warning signs be put up in Castledyke car park to warn drivers about pedestrians and pedestrians about drivers?
A. Cllr Sidell will contact Pete Scott about signage at the snicket.

Q. We have a serious problem with parents parking on the pavements and double yellow lines outside our school. Could the Police please come and tell them not to do it as it is dangerous for children trying to walk home?

A. The Police are aware of the situation and are monitoring it.

Q. There is graffiti on the wall by the Knotted Note building which needs removing.

A. Sarah is aware of this and is getting some paint to cover it.

Q. There are some damaged fences in Butts Road Park near to the drainage ditch

A. Cllr Sidell will look into it.

BARTON ST PETERS

Q. There are windows in shops that are smashed and need fixing.

A. Cllr Vickers explained that the windows of the George Hotel had been replaced but had been boarded up to prevent further vandalism. It was explained that Enterprise Inns were looking at re-letting the premises to someone who would bring the building up to an acceptable standard. The broken windows in the old Lloyds chemist building were down to the owner to repair.

Q. Could all the stones on High Street be swept up?

A. These are as a result of frost damage and North Lincs Council have been to have a look. There is no date as yet but there may be funds available to relay the High Street/Burgate area rather than mend the potholes. 

Q. Can we have a bike path to Tesco and Waters Edge?

A. The Barrow Road bike lane was part of the Sustrans to put cycle lanes on the National Cycle Route. Cllrs will ask about the possibility. Cllr Vickers suggested that cyclists could go down by the Ropewalk as a safer route than Waterside Road.

Q. Can we have new football goals in Baysgarth Park?

A. As it was not made clear which goals were involved we assume that the old ones need painting. Cllr Sidell will look at this.

Q. Can we have more rubbish bins in Baysgarth Park?

A. Cllr Sidell will ask Andy Long.

BAYSGARTH
Q. Can the wood, old decking and broken glass be cleaned up at the Blue Bell?
A. Cllr Sidell said that it was up to the owners to make it safe.  It was pointed out by Baysgarth that gas canisters had been left out too. The Police were aware and had spoken to the owners. They were allowing people to help themselves to the wood. Cllr Sidell said that the Council had a right to make sure that the premises were safe and that following a similar incident on Stivvy Hill involving Redrow housing and sheets of insulation board the building company were made to clear up the mess. The council will contact the owner.
BOWMANDALE
Q. Are the tennis courts in Baysgarth Park opening again?

A. Cllr Sidell will get in touch with Andy Long. There are plans for skateboard ramps but the area needs clearing. The pupils from Baysgarth pointed out that there were no courts as such left. Cllr Paul Shearer said that this was due to too much damage and lack of use.

Q. Can a pedestrian path to the door of the Leisure Centre be made? As it is now, pupils going for swimming lessons have to walk up the side of the narrow roadway.

A. Cllr Sidell thinks there are probably problems with tree roots which would mean that a proper path would not be able to be constructed. However a bark path would be better than the muddy walk there is at the present time. Cllr Sidell will investigate.

CASTLEDYKE
Q. The paving slabs from Maltkiln Road to Tesco entrance are uneven.
A. Cllr Sidell will write to Tesco.

Q. The flower beds on High Street have rubbish in them.

A. Cllr Sidell will have a word with Andy Long.

Q. Can we have bike ramps?

A. There are some man-made mud jumps in Baysgarth Park. It was discussed and decided that they needed to be more fun. It was pointed out that safety needed to be a consideration.

BAYSGARTH
Q. The footbridge over the Haven at Maltkiln Road gets very slippery in the icy weather.

A. Cllr Sidell will look into it.

Q. Cars speed along Horkstow Road making it dangerous for skateboarders.

A. Cllr Sidell told the group that there is currently a speed review in Barton and they are also looking at the siting of double yellow lines. It was pointed out by Baysgarth that there is not a continuous footpath on Horkstow Road. Cllr Vickers said that although the lower part of the road was designated 30mph people did tend to ignore it and that it might be something for the Police to look at.

CASTLEDYKE
Q. There are too many double yellow lines outside Castledyke School.

A. These are there for children’s safety although parents park on them anyway,

Q There have been teenagers spotted in Barton shooting BB guns.

A. The Police said that this needs reporting to the Police when it is seen.

Cllr Paul Shearer made a suggestion to Sarah Gilbert that a First Aid course for motor cyclists would be a good idea. Sarah said that if any group would like a course on any topic then she would see what could be arranged.
DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
Sarah Gilbert very kindly offered Carlton Education at 31 Fleetgate for the venue for our next meeting. This will take place on Wednesday 15th June 2011.
Simon Driver has accepted an invitation to attend this meeting.

Mrs Hickling and the rest of the group thanked Cllr Sidell for all her support of the group whilst she has been a North Lincolnshire Councillor and wished her well as she will be standing down at the May elections. It is hoped that she will continue to come to our meetings, but take a less involved and time consuming role.

Meeting closed 2.50pm
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