REPORT OF BARTON SCHOOL COUNCILS’ FORUM MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY 15th JUNE 2011 AT CARLTON EDUCATION, FLEETGATE, BARTON.

PRESENT:-  Mrs S Hickling; Simon Driver, Chief Executive North Lincolnshire Council; Cllr J Oxley; Cllr E Donaldson; Cllr A Searle; Cllr F Coulsey; Cllr K Vickers; Sarah Gilbert, Director Carlton Education; Humberside Police; reps from Barton St Peters, Bowmandale and Castledyke Primary Schools
APOLOGIES: - Baysgarth School
MATTERS ARISING:- 
1. The situation regarding the Blue Bell which was reported by Baysgarth School should have improved. The owner was approached by both the Police and the Council about securing the property, which he has done.
Cllr Oxley confirmed that the situation had been resolved and that planning consent for 13 flats was being sought.
2. With regards to the issue of additional seating in Baysgarth Park raised by Bowmandale Primary School at our November meeting I have received the following response from Andy Long, Neighbourhood Services:-
“I am happy to report that we have now installed and additional 6 no. bench seats in Baysgarth Park. The positioning of the seats has been chosen so as not to interfere with areas of the park required for “events” (fireworks, concerts, sports etc.) and to minimise the potential for anti-social behaviour”
The work on the Westfield Road underpass has temporarily stopped due to staffing changes within the Youth Offending Team. 
PRESENTATION BY Simon Driver, Chief Executive of North Lincolnshire Council.
Simon apologised for not being able to attend our last meeting, but he was heavily involved in the Humber Bridge Tolls enquiry. He told us that he was very disappointed with the news today that a decision had been made that the tolls should increase. His job involves representing the people of North Lincolnshire in the big issues that affect the area.
Simon asked the children if they knew how many people worked for North Lincolnshire Council. After several guesses no one was even close to the true number of almost 7,000. Of these approx. 3,200 are employed in the 79 schools in North Lincolnshire. The remaining 3,800 are employed in roles that include crossing patrols, bin men (who empty around 70,000 wheelie bins per week), grass cutters etc. Simon is responsible for the work that all those people do and the money for all these services comes from the Council Tax paid by North Lincolnshire’s residents. The Council also looks after the vulnerable members of our community with care and support for the elderly and for children. The council are responsible for maintaining and repairing roads, treating them in the winter and clearing snow. All Leisure Centres are run by North Lincs Council as are libraries. Simon’s job is to make sure all these services are delivered.
Simon also has to work with other bodies such as the Police, Fire and Health Service in order to improve the quality of life for North Lincolnshire’s residents. There are 43 elected members who represent their local community as North Lincolnshire councillors and local communities are supported by their Town councillors. There are around 126,000 people of voting age who elect representatives to make North Lincolnshire a better place to live. Simon’s aim is to make a difference and as he tells new members of North Lincolnshire Council staff; Work together and do a good job for yourself.
QUESTIONS FOR Simon Driver
Castledyke
Q. What would you change if you could?
A. Simon told us that half the money to pay for services comes from Council Tax the other half comes from the Government and they do the best they can with that money to improve the quality of life. It would be nice to have more money but it is easy to want change but harder to actually do it.
Barton St Peters
Q. What is your greatest achievement?
A. Simon is proud to be a part of a Council that listens and responds.
The non-educational staff did training for and gained the Investors in People Award which recognises the Council as a good employer. Added to that the Council entered a competition in The Times newspaper and were placed in the Top 20 best places to work. Simon is proud that his staff are proud to work for North Lincolnshire Council.
Thanks were offered to Simon for taking the time to come and talk to us.
GENERAL QUESTIONS
Bowmandale
Q. There are older children using the play area in Baysgarth Park
A. Cllr Searle and Mrs Hickling pointed out that this problem was raised at a recent Neighbourhood Action Team meeting and it had been suggested at that meeting that a working group be set up to look at provision within the park for older children. It was hoped that the Year 6 children from the local Primary schools could be consulted, as they would be of the age to use any provision that was decided upon by the time it would be in place. It was agreed that the Park was a victim of its own success and had become a popular place for the local young children and youths alike.
Barton St Peters asked if there could be a Park Warden as it was felt that users of the play area would feel safer if there was someone there. Discussion ensued regarding funding and whether this role could be done on a voluntary basis. The main problem was that there was nothing for older children. Bowmandale Head Teacher suggested that the problem be discussed with councils elsewhere as she thought this would not be an isolated problem. The subject of roller skating ramps in the old tennis court area was raised by Cllr Coulsey and it was discussed at length. A suggestion was put forward that the tennis courts be fitted with basketball nets. Sarah Gilbert said that funding could be sought linking to the Olympics as it was a sports based project.
Q. There are still people carrying BB guns
A. The Police had received no reports so were not in a position to do anything and stressed the need to ring or visit the Police Station if these people were seen. Cllr Oxley stressed the fact that if you see a problem it needs reporting to the Police.
Q. Youths have been riding around Tesco’s car park on disability scooters pretending to shoot people.
A. The Police will visit Tesco and have a word with the security people and make sure that they contact Police if this situation occurs again.
Mrs Hickling spotted these youths one Saturday morning at the Bus Station and called the Police. The children were spoken to about the dangers involved. The disability scooters belonged to their parents.
Barton St Peters
Q. The people who collect the recycling boxes are throwing them from the lorry and breaking them.
A. Discussion ensued as to whether the recycling boxes are replace free of charge or not. Simon Driver will take this problem back and make enquiries.
Mrs Hickling has found out since the meeting that lost, stolen or damaged recycling boxes will be replaced free of charge once during the financial year otherwise a charge will be made.
Q. Since the changes to what can be put in the brown bins why can’t we get free compost bins?
A. Simon Driver pointed out that the Council offers compost bins at a substantial discount.
Q. There are a lot of fallen trees at the back of Baysgarth Park. These could be cut up and given to people.
A. Cllr Oxley told us that normally fallen branches etc. are shredded and used by the Council on flower beds etc. He hadn’t seen any fallen trees in the Park and those that had been cut down had been removed.
Q. Push bikes are being used in the play area at Baysgarth Park.
A. Cllr Vickers asked for any ideas as to how this could be stopped and Simon Driver suggested that it could be linked to the previously raised problem of older children in the park.
Q. What has happened to the rides at the Christmas Festival?
A. Cllr Oxley said that the big rides had been stopped following an objection and that the Festival now ran for one day instead of the two that it used to be. 
It was clear that the older children would like the rides back.
Castledyke
Q. There is broken glass on River View and Holgate Court
A. Mrs Hickling will pass this on to Andy Long.
This area of town is believed to be covered by North Lincolnshire Homes and so Mrs Hickling has passed the information on to them.
Q. There is a lot of graffiti, litter and beer cans in Baysgarth Park where older children are using the new equipment.
A. Cllr Oxley told us that Neighbourhood Services regularly pick up cans and glass. The Police told us that they patrol the area and also pick up litter and confiscate drink. It was discussed that perhaps there ought to be more signage about the ban on alcohol in public in Barton. Sgt Burton was aware of the problem and it should be made clear that shops and parents can be fined if kids are caught drinking in public places. It was thought that the role of the Police in Barton should be better advertised so that the public are more aware. It was also suggested that the public should know how well the CCTV in Barton has worked. The Police will speak to Sgt Burton about promoting these initiatives.
Q. There have been fires in the cornfield behind Halls Court as well as dumped rubbish.
A. Cllr Oxley pointed out that there was no street name sign for Halls Court. Simon Driver mentioned the use of mobile CCTV for trouble hot spots and that removal of fly tipping was the responsibility of the land owner. Mrs Hickling will mention dumped rubbish to Andy Long. It was pointed out that the fence around the cornfield was broken.
Mrs Hickling has passed this issue on to North Lincolnshire Homes
[bookmark: _GoBack]Barton St Peters
Q. A school friend of theirs has to walk on a road with no footpath (Wold Road, Barrow) in order to reach the nearest bus stop to catch a bus to school.
A. Discussion ensued with no solution offered.
Castledyke
Q. Could there be some sort of Tourist Information available in Barton. A lot of people have been stopped for directions to tourist attractions by motorists.
A. It was pointed out that the new shrink map showing the location of tourist attractions is available from the library and the Link office. Cllr Oxley pointed out that there used to be tourist information in a noticeboard but this had been vandalised.
Barton St Peters
Q. There are a lot of empty shops in Barton.
A. Cllr Oxley said that they can’t get people in to the empty property.
Q. Anyone taking swimming qualifications at Barton can only go to a certain level before they have to go to Brigg to progress and there is not a suitable public transport system.
A. It was suggested that people contribute towards transport regularly booked or perhaps car share. Cllr Vickers pointed out that when Baysgarth Leisure Centre underwent its refurbishment the size of the pool was calculated based on the population of Barton at the time and plans had to be accepted or the pool would not go ahead. The facility is not perfect but is certainly an improvement on the previous centre. It was suggested that Brigg and Barton leisure centres could perhaps make travel arrangements between them so that people could continue their training.  Sarah Gilbert suggested that funding could be sought based on the Olympics.
Bowmandale
Q. Can we have a water slide at Baysgarth Leisure Centre?
A. Unfortunately not due to health and safety issues.
Castledyke
Q. Could there be a crossing across Caistor Road to Baysgarth Park as cars speed on that road.
A. It was felt that there are safe places to cross.
Barton St Peters
Q. Why was free swimming for children stopped?
A. Simon Driver told us that it was due to the Government withdrawing the money however there was a possibility of the free swimming returning for the school holidays. An announcement would be made in the near future.
Response from Simon Driver 23/6/2011:-”There will be an announcement at the Council Meeting next week on this issue.”
The Council have announced free swimming for the under 16’s during the school summer holiday.
Mrs Hickling raised a problem on Gravel Pit Lane. At the junction with Westfield Road it has always been dangerous for cars and pedestrians to cross or pull out onto Gravel Pit Lane as visibility is very poor. An added hazard now is the fact that deer have taken up residence in the area and are crossing the road causing drivers to brake violently and swerve. Mrs Hickling has requested that warning signs be erected.
Simon Driver will look into this.
Response from Simon Driver 23/6/2011:- “We have been informed by Traffic that the problem with deer warning signs is that we receive reports of deer sightings and near misses on a lot of our rural roads. It is very difficult to find appropriate sites to put the signs because unless there is a specific spot at which deer regularly cross there is the possibility of seeing deer anywhere. However, we are currently looking at improving all the signing and lining along Gravel Pit Lane and we will make sure the deer sign request is considered as part of that scheme.
Castledyke
Q. A car has been seen driving round Barton with its back window smashed
A. The Police have been informed and have dealt with the problem.

DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday 9th November 2011 @ Bowmandale Primary School.

SUGGESTIONS FOR GUESTS 
Cllr Jonathan Evison (Barton and North Lincs Councillor and Barton Town Band).
David Blunkett MP
Tom Coburn to talk about The Pods complex in Scunthorpe.
Mrs Hickling will try to get one of these guests.
Meeting closed 3.00pm
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